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Lest we forget… 
 

The school held its annual 
Remembrance Day service on the 
school field at 11am yesterday to 
coincide with the 1918 Armistice. It 
was lovely to have the opportunity to 
have all of our children in a service for 
the first time this year, as whole 
school assemblies are not possible 
under the Covid restrictions. This 
outdoor service took place under our 
Remembrance tree which had been 
decorated with poppies made by each 
class. This year is particularly 

significant as it is the 100th anniversary of the first poppies sold by the Royal British 
Legion. 
 
The topic of Remembrance is a difficult one to address as a whole school theme 
given the different levels of understanding between Reception and Year 6. That said, 
all of the children were extremely respectful of the event and the two minutes 
silence was perfectly observed. As a school we feel that it is important that our 
children take on the seriousness of this 
particular time of year and, as they move 
through the school, that they begin to gain 
a greater understanding of why this 
remains so deeply embedded in our 
national consciousness. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Martin Higgs 
Headteacher 



Remember – safeguarding is  everyone’s responsibility 

If you have a safeguarding concern, please contact 

Martin Higgs (Designated Safeguarding Lead) at 

head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk or, if it is out of school 

hours, please contact the Multi Agency Referral Unit on 

0300 1231 116;  

E-mail: multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk  

Coronavirus symptoms 

The main symptoms are: 

A high temperature (hot to the touch on 
chest or back)  

OR 

A new, continuous cough (coughing a lot 
for more than an hour or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours) 

OR 

A loss or change to your sense of smell 
or taste (you’ve noticed you cannot smell 
or taste anything or things smell or taste 
different to normal) 

If you or your child have any ONE or 
more of these you must get a COVID-19 
PCR test as soon as possible and stay at 
home and do not have visitors— only 
leave home to get the test. Anyone you 
live with, and anyone in your support 
bubble, may also need stay at home until 
you get your result. Please check the 
latest Government guidance. Please ring 
or email the school office as soon as 
possible to let us know. 

If your child tests positive over the 
weekend please email 
head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk 

You can book at test online at: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 
or phone the NHS test line 119. 

A reminder that there is no entry into the school 

buildings apart from into the office foyer area 

and that, when you are on the site, we would 

ask you to please wear a mask. Thank you.  

Go Active After School provision 

Any queries or to book please contact 

Mr Timmons direct on 07843 126833  

or by emailing him on 

alvertonkidsclub@outlook.com  

Year 6 London Trip 

The next instalment of £70 for London is due 

before 18th November. Please ensure that 

this is paid online by then as we have to pay 

the tour company. 

Term time holidays 

The DfE have made it clear that school 

attendance is a national priority post-Covid, 

therefore we are not able to authorise term 

time holidays and would discourage all 

parents from taking these. 

Year 5 Porthpean 

If your child would like to go to Porthpean 

next June please ensure that the £30 deposit 

is paid online by Friday 26th November at 

the latest so that we can book them a place. 
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Arrangements for Christmas 2021 Productions  

 

As per the letter that was sent home this week, here is a reminder of the details. 

Year 1-6 

All performances will take place at school as follows: 

Monday 6 December – Years 5 and 6 – 2pm and 6pm 

Tuesday 7 December – Years 3 and 4 – 2pm and 6pm 

Thursday 9 December – Years 1 and 2 – 2pm and 6pm 

 

 In order to reduce the number of people in the hall, all children will be allocated 
two tickets only. These can be used for either performance and can be used at 
separate performances (ie one person can come to the 2pm performance and 
another to the 6pm performance). If you have more than one child, each will be 
allocated two tickets (eg if you have a child in Year 1 and another in Year 3, you will 
be allocated two tickets for your Year 1 child and two tickets for your Year 3 child).  

 Tickets will need to be booked in advance via the office on a first-come, first-
served basis. If one performance is full, we will only then be able to issue tickets 
for the other performance.  

 Booking will be available from Monday 22 November – please either phone the 
school on 01736 364087, email secretary@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk or come in to 
book your tickets from 8am-3.30pm, any weekday on or after 22 November. These 
are the only times at which you will be able to you will be able to book your tickets.  
Please do not email or call prior to this date and time as we will be unable to allocate 
you tickets.  

 Only the ticket holders will be admitted – unfortunately no additional children, 
babies, etc will be able to attend unless they are the second ticket holder. 

 Booked tickets should be collected from the school office from Monday 29 
November. 

 

Reception 

Wednesday 8 December – 6pm 

All arrangements will be the same as above apart from that there is no need to book 
tickets.  

 Two tickets per Reception child will be allocated and will be available for collection 
from the school office from Monday 29 November. 
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FOAS Christmas Cards - deadline Monday 15th 

November 

All orders for cards or other items must be in by 

this coming Monday 15th November - order form 

and exact cash in the envelope provided please. 

All orders submitted in time will be back around 

6th December. Many thanks in advance 

for your support. 

Go Active Christmas Cracker Club 

Mr T will be running a holiday club for two days 

at the start of the Christmas holidays on 

Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st December from 

9am-1pm, £12 per child, per day. Alverton 

children only - sorry no siblings or children 

from other schools. Please ensure all bookings 

and payments are made by Friday 17th 

December. 

Please see the attached letter for more 

information or contact Mr T direct on 07843 

126 833 or email – 

alvertonkidsclub@outlook.com  

Clubs 

ALL clubs except KS1 Nerf Wars, Drama Club and Dance 

will finish on Friday 26th November. 

The last KS1 Nerf Wars will be on Monday 29th 

November, the last Drama Club will be on Tuesday 30th 

November and the last Dance Club will be on Friday 3rd 

December. 

A new clubs list for the Spring term will come home in 

January. 

Hair and headlice  

As part of our uniform policy please remember 

that if your child’s hair is longer than shoulder 

length it should be tied up every day. There 

are a number of cases of headlice in school at 

present and this will help stop the spread of 

these. 

Sports Report 

Cross Country 

On Monday we took a team of about 30 children to Mounts Bay to run in the first Cross Country 

races for over a year. Congratulations to Kaelan in Year 5 who came in third in his age group and 

well done to everyone else who took part. Mr Hammond, Mrs O’Rourke and Mrs Clemens were 

really impressed with your determination and excellent behaviour. 

Girls Football Tournament 

Also on Monday Mr Hammond and Mrs Petty took a group of Year 5 and 6 girls to a tournament 

at Mounts Bay. They had a great time and showed excellent teamwork and commitment. 

Boys Football 

In the team were Thomas G, Kaiden, Cove, Sunny, Leo, Alfie, Thomas J, Jowan, Barnabas and 

Levan. Our Man of the Match was Thomas J who scored a marvellous hat-trick on his debut. The 

boys won 8-3 in an eleven goal thriller. Our goal scorers were Thomas J 3, Thomas G 1, Alfie 1, 

Jenson 1, Levan 1 and a goal for our keeper Kaiden. Sunny had some extraordinary defending 

skills. Our boys have a game against Trythall on Tuesday. Let’s hope the winning streak continues. 

Match report by Thomas G and Sunny 
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Daisy’s Diary 
 
Wow it’s muddy. Because of all the work that’s 
been done in the ball playground, removing all 
the mud from the bank to put the new ramp 
in, there’s been a lot of coming and going with 
vehicles which has churned up the sides of the 
path, made mud baths by entrances and a 
quagmire by the welly rack. I’m tried some 
new plastic tile/grid type things along the path 
and they seem to be quite good. I’m going to 
seed them with clover so they should stop 
looking so stark and black and go green and 
hopefully even flower for the bees in the holidays. They are 100% recycled plastic so 

they are green in that way too. And it means 
that buggies don’t have to be sludged through 
the mud. 
 
In other news – I tried moving a ton of wet 
sand in the wheelbarrow and it broke. Of 
course. It’s too old for that type of thing and 
quite frankly so am I, don’t know what I was 
thinking... anyone got a wheelbarrow hanging 
about that needs a home? 

 
So many people from school, parents children and staff 
came and cheered me on when I did my swimming. I 
was really touched. Also, 
this week I spoke on an 
online course that Eden 
was running for teachers 
from all over the country 
and told them how much 
as a school we support and 
integrate outdoor learning 
and how much the 
children love it. Plus I 
showed them a chicken on 

Zoom because they are cute. 
 
More path grids coming soon – less mud! 



0300 123 3393 

0808 802 6666 

0344 411 1444 

Penzance CTIPA Foodbank 

The CTIPA Foodbank in Penzance provides food for 
anyone in need. If their support would be helpful to 
you, just phone Veryan or Adele in the office in 
confidence on 01736 364087 and they can phone the 
Foodbank for you who will be able to help. 
The Foodbank are extremely busy at the moment and 
are very grateful for any donations. 

 

www.mind.org.uk 

0300 123 3393 



If you’d like to come to this please ring or email the office to 

book a place in advance. Thank you. 



 

There is a lot of help and advice available to help you keep your children safe online. Have a look at the 

Online Safety section of our website for lots of useful information and links  http://www.alverton.org.uk/

website/online_safety_for_families/246722.  Your child’s teacher will also always be happy to talk to you 

about online safety.  

http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722


STARS OF THE WEEK   

  

Kittiwakes  Poppy for her wonderful Autumnal painting & always working exceptionally hard 

Curlews  Willow for a beautiful Autumn painting  

Puffins  Nessa for her wonderful nature and delightful singing 

Owls   Freeda for her amazing stamp commemorating Ibn Battuta 

Kingfishers  Ella  for her super work in Maths & brilliant attitude to all her work in school 

Trencrom  Jacob R for always using his manners & this week working exceptionally hard in Maths 

Lanyon  Juniper for writing some fantastic diary entries. They were wonderful to read 
Kerris   Lily  for blossoming into an enthusiastic, confident performer for our Christmas show 

Bodrifty  Dusty  for a fantastic Cross Country run & the great work she has been doing in Maths 

Bosigran  Alfred for excellent English work & trying hard to improve his handwriting. 

Kenidjack  Thomas J for being a star in all of his lesson & scoring a hat-trick against Ludgvan 

Dinnertime  Joe  for his exemplary manners 

     

 

Hello again, I’ve been listening to teenagers this week, and wondering how on 
earth they cope with the stresses of social media. There’s a pressure to have an 
absolutely fabulous time and then take a photo of it and put it on whatever 
platform they’re using at the time, for all to see. No matter what they’re feeling. 
And then I chatted with friends about it and they had all experienced the same 
with other teens. I wondered then, does the same happen to adults? If I’m 
honest, I avoid social media as much as possible, I like it that way. And I’m 
rubbish at it too. But there does seem a pressure to always be having a great 
time, and that’s not remotely possible. Or If it is, I’m missing a trick because my 
life has ups and downs, always has done. Probably always will. But that’s okay 
because they make it all real. Challenging, but real. Maybe we just don’t want 
others to know when life has hit a down patch. Personally, I don’t mind, 
because I get cuddles and someone to talk to. Plus I’m reminded how fortunate 
I am to have the family and friends I do. If you don’t want others to know, if you 
have hit a ‘down’ and want to chat, it’s fine if you want to find me. People seek 
me out all the time, for all sorts of reasons, so nobody will think anything of it. 
So do find me if you want to. Maybe I can help, you never know.  

Mrs Daylak 



Free School Meals / Pupil Premium 
 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/ 
 
Registering a child as eligible for free school meals (as described below) means that your child receives 
a free meal every day (though they can, of course, bring a packed lunch should they prefer) but there 
are additional benefits too. Pupil Premium brings more money into the school to help children achieve 
and learn. Children in receipt of the Pupil Premium also receive other benefits (eg contributions 
towards Key Stage 2 camps and funding to use for uniform, music lessons, trips etc). At some times, 
there are further benefits for these children such as food vouchers during holiday times where these 
are given. Please see the Pupil Premium Provision Map in the Pupil Premium section of our website 
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/pupil_premium/172518 or speak to Mrs Gill or Mrs Stacey in the 
office or contact Mrs Wicks who leads our Pupil Premium provision. 
 
The easiest and quickest way to apply for free school meals is online through the Cornwall Council 
website but, if you are unable to do this, you can call the Free School Meals team on 01872 323298 and 
a member of the team will call you back to complete the application over the phone.  
 
A child is eligible for free school meals if their parent / carer (or the child themselves) receives any of 
the following benefits: 
· Income Support (IS) 
· Job Seekers' Allowance (Income-Based) and equal based Job Seekers Allowance 
· Income Related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR) and equal based Employment and 
Support Allowance 
· Child Tax Credit (CTC) with an annual income of less than £16,190 
· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
· Guarantee Element of Pension Credit (GPC) 
· Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (IAA) Support 
· Universal Credit - your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including 
any benefits you get) as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods 
 
If you are claiming the benefits listed below you are NOT eligible for free school meals, regardless of 
what other benefits / credits are being claimed: 
· Working Tax Credit 
· Contribution-Based Job Seeker's Allowance and / or Contribution-Based Employment and Support 
Allowance 
 
NB All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are entitled to receive a free school meal as part of the 
Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) initiative, regardless of what benefits are being claimed. 
However, some children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 may also have an entitlement to benefits-
related free school meals and it is important to apply for these if you think your child may be eligible. 
 
Registering for free school meals / Pupil Premium is confidential. If you think that your child is eligible, 
we strongly recommend that you contact Cornwall Council as detailed above. Mrs Gill and Mrs Stacey 
in the office will also be able to help you and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you. 
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