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Safeguarding Newsletter Spring Term 2022  
 
All children have a right to be safe and we believe that keeping children safe is every-
one’s responsibility. This term, our safeguarding newsletter provides information 
about gangs and how you can help protect your children. Please can we ask you to 
take a few minutes to read this as it is very important and we hope that you will find it 
informative and useful. Please follow this link and download the newsletter from 
here:  
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/safeguarding/85998  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope that this finds you all safe and well and that Storm Eunice has not caused any harm 
where you are. The decision to close the school today was taken by Truro and Penwith 
Academy Trust for all of its schools at around 1.30pm yesterday based on the escalation of 
the weather warning to a Red ‘danger to life’ status. We’re sorry that we were unable to 
give you more notice of the closure but I am sure you understand that the people making 
the decision had to respond to a rapidly developing situation. 
 
Despite the unexpected disruption of today’s closure, the overall situation in school has 
begun to move towards a more normal, pre-Covid one. The children have been fantastic in 
their acceptance of the changes that Covid adaptations imposed on us but I know that as 
staff and parents we are eager to return as soon as possible to the school routines and 
events that were commonplace before March 2020. It does feel that we are well on our 
way to realising this aim with the changes that are underway both in school and nationally. 
 
As we move into the half-term break, I hope that everyone associated with the Alverton 
School community has a peaceful, enjoyable and safe week. We look forward to seeing you 
all again on our first day back at school which is Monday February 28th. 
 
Best wishes 
 

Martin Higgs 
Headteacher 

http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/safeguarding/85998




Remember – safeguarding is  everyone’s responsibility 

If you have a safeguarding concern, please contact 

Martin Higgs (Designated Safeguarding Lead) at 

head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk or, if it is out of school 

hours, please contact the Multi Agency Referral Unit on 

0300 1231 116;  

E-mail: multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk  

Coronavirus symptoms 

The main symptoms are: 

A high temperature (hot to the touch 
on chest or back)  

OR 

A new, continuous cough (coughing a 
lot for more than an hour or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours) 

OR 

A loss or change to your sense of smell 
or taste (you’ve noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything or things smell 
or taste different to normal) 

If you or your child have any ONE or 
more of these you must get a COVID-19 
PCR test as soon as possible and stay at 
home and do not have visitors— only 
leave home to get the test. Please 
check the latest Government guidance. 
Please ring or email the school office as 
soon as possible to let us know. 

If your child tests positive over the 
weekend please email 
head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk 

You can book at test online at: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-
test or phone the NHS test line 119. 

Although the rules in England regarding mask 
wearing have changed, we would appreciate it 
if you continue to wear a mask when you come 
into the foyer to speak to one of our office 
staff. You can, of course, still wear a mask 
outside on the school site if you still wish to do 
so. 

Half term 

Spring half term is from Monday 

21st-Friday 25th February and 

school will reopen on Monday 

28th February. 

Healthy tuck 

A reminder that any tuck for breaktime should 

be healthy and should not be crisps, biscuits, 

sweets or chocolate. Suitable items are 

breadsticks, crackers, fruit or vegetables. All 

Reception and Key Stage 1 children are offered 

a piece of fruit or vegetables for their snack as 

part of the Government School Fruit and 

Vegetable Scheme.  

St Piran’s Parade  

Our Year 6 will taking part in the St Piran’s 

Parade in Penzance on Friday 4th March in 

the morning. Do come and cheer us on if 

you can from 10 - 11.30am. We start at the 

top of Causewayhead at 10.15am and then 

make our way to Morrab Gardens and back 

up Morrab Road to St John’s Hall.  

mailto:head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk
mailto:multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk


Clubs after half term 

All clubs will continue as normal straight after half term except that KS1 Dodgeball will 

now be on Wednesdays starting 2nd March for 5 weeks. There are no spaces left this 

term. LKS2 Dodgeball on Thursdays may run but, as yet, there is not enough interest for it 

to go ahead.  Please contact  Mr Timmons on 07843 126833 if you’d like your child to join. 

All school led clubs except Drama, Go Active Dodgeball and Girls Sports and Jump Dance 

will be cancelled in the week beginning Monday 14th March due to parent consultations.  

Parents Evenings for Year 1-6 

Our parent consultations this term will again be a ten minute phone conversation with your 

child’s teacher in which you will be able to discuss your child’s progress. 

A letter will come home on Monday 28th February from your child’s teacher by email with all 

the dates and times later this term. They will take place in the week beginning Monday 14th 

March. 

We are going to use our system for booking phone appointments through our eschools facility 

which is part of our school website, as we did in the Autumn. 

You will previously have been given log in details for eschools.  If you are unsure what this is, 

please contact the office and they will arrange for new details to be given to you.  These details 

will be needed in order to go online and book the appointment slot that suits you best when the 

booking period opens on the 2nd March.  It is easy and quick to use: 

 Go to the school website http://alverton.org.uk and click onto the green log in button at 

the top right hand side of the screen.  

 Your user name will be your first name.surname (all lower case) eg, john.smith (not your 

email address) 

 If you have forgotten your password, please contact the office. 

 Once you have logged in, the Parents Evening icon can be found in the blue bar at the top. 

Click on that and you’ll be taken to your child’s class page for you to book. 

If you have had a termly review meeting during the school day on the phone with Mrs Hughes 

and your child’s class teacher, you don’t need to book an appointment through the eschools 

system.  

Please ensure that we have your up-to-date phone number so that your child’s teacher can 

contact you for your appointment. 



0300 123 3393 

0808 802 6666 

0344 411 1444 

Penzance CTIPA Foodbank 

The CTIPA Foodbank in Penzance provides food for 
anyone in need. If their support would be helpful to 
you, just phone Veryan or Adele in the office in 
confidence on 01736 364087 and they can phone the 
Foodbank for you who will be able to help. 
The Foodbank are extremely busy at the moment and 
are very grateful for any donations. 

 

www.mind.org.uk 

0300 123 3393 



 

There is a lot of help and advice available to help you keep your children safe online. Have a look at the 

Online Safety section of our website for lots of useful information and links  http://www.alverton.org.uk/

website/online_safety_for_families/246722.  Your child’s teacher will also always be happy to talk to you 

about online safety.  

http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722


Free School Meals / Pupil Premium 
 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/ 
 
Registering a child as eligible for free school meals (as described below) means that your child receives 
a free meal every day (though they can, of course, bring a packed lunch should they prefer) but there 
are additional benefits too. Pupil Premium brings more money into the school to help children achieve 
and learn. Children in receipt of the Pupil Premium also receive other benefits (eg contributions 
towards Key Stage 2 camps and funding to use for uniform, music lessons, trips etc). At some times, 
there are further benefits for these children such as food vouchers during holiday times where these 
are given. Please see the Pupil Premium Provision Map in the Pupil Premium section of our website 
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/pupil_premium/172518 or speak to Mrs Gill or Mrs Stacey in the 
office or contact Mrs Wicks who leads our Pupil Premium provision. 
 
The easiest and quickest way to apply for free school meals is online through the Cornwall Council 
website but, if you are unable to do this, you can call the Free School Meals team on 01872 323298 and 
a member of the team will call you back to complete the application over the phone.  
 
A child is eligible for free school meals if their parent / carer (or the child themselves) receives any of 
the following benefits: 
· Income Support (IS) 
· Job Seekers' Allowance (Income-Based) and equal based Job Seekers Allowance 
· Income Related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR) and equal based Employment and 
Support Allowance 
· Child Tax Credit (CTC) with an annual income of less than £16,190 
· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
· Guarantee Element of Pension Credit (GPC) 
· Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (IAA) Support 
· Universal Credit - your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including 
any benefits you get) as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods 
 
If you are claiming the benefits listed below you are NOT eligible for free school meals, regardless of 
what other benefits / credits are being claimed: 
· Working Tax Credit 
· Contribution-Based Job Seeker's Allowance and / or Contribution-Based Employment and Support 
Allowance 
 
NB All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are entitled to receive a free school meal as part of the 
Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) initiative, regardless of what benefits are being claimed. 
However, some children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 may also have an entitlement to benefits-
related free school meals and it is important to apply for these if you think your child may be eligible. 
 
Registering for free school meals / Pupil Premium is confidential. If you think that your child is eligible, 
we strongly recommend that you contact Cornwall Council as detailed above. Mrs Gill and Mrs Stacey 
in the office will also be able to help you and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you. 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/pupil_premium/172518


Hello there, and my very best wishes to you all as our half term appears to have started a 

little earlier than we were expecting. As I sit here at my laptop I’m surrounded by sounds, 

mostly the wind howling which I can hear despite the fact that my windows are all firmly 

closed. Perhaps it’s lovely to have an extra day with your children, perhaps it’s quite a 

challenge as you try to juggle workloads and childcare, especially, as I was reminded this 

week, wind really can lead to a lively child as it seems to stir them up as much as it blows 

the trees around. And it’s not even safe to go outside today, which is another challenge 

with young children. However, I am warm, safe and at home, with family and friends at the 

end of a phone call or around the corner. How fortunate am I? Even if I worry about 

anything, the wind, Covid, heating bills, the potential rise in council tax, I can still put the 

kettle on, take a break, call someone for a chat or do anything else that makes me feel 

calmer, happier, safer, reassured. You can still contact me, I will still listen, and I will see 

what can be done to help if that’s what you would like. Please don’t worry alone, there are 

so many others who can help and who will do whatever they can for you. I am one of those. 

You know where to find me. Have a lovely half term, Mrs Daylak 

Go Active After School 

provision 

Any queries or to book please 

contact Mr Timmons direct on 

07843 126833  or by emailing 

him on 

alvertonkidsclub@outlook.com  

Lost 

Chester in Kittiwakes 

has lost his water 

bottle with fish on it 

(similar to this photo). 

It was a present and 

he’d love to find it. 

Please check at home 

and hand in if found. Thank 

you. 

mailto:alvertonkidsclub@outlook.com

