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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, a belated Happy New Year! I hope that you all enjoyed a lovely Christmas with your 
families as far as restrictions allowed. I had been very much looking forward to seeing my 
little niece but unfortunately my sister and her family live too far away to travel here for 
one day. I know that many other people will have been in exactly the same position and I 
hope that, like us, you enjoyed a quieter, different Christmas nevertheless.  
 
Starting a New Year is often a time to reflect on the year that has just passed. There is not 
much that can really be said here about 2020 that hasn’t been said much more eloquently 
by many other people in many other places, but we all got through the strangest and most 
difficult year most of us will remember and are ready for whatever 2021 will bring. It’s 
unfortunately already a bit of a challenge so remember that we are all always here to try 
to support and help – you really do just have to ask. 
 
At this time of year, people often set new goals and aspirations for things to come. 
Following a year where, some days, just getting dressed could feel like enough of a 
challenge for some, this seems like a good time to simply be kind to ourselves and to 
celebrate what we are rather than what we wish we were. Having said that, if 2021 is 
feeling like your year to run a marathon or enter Bake Off, I wish you every success! 
 
I look forward to seeing you all again very soon. 
 
Cathryn Wicks 
Deputy Headteacher 

Home Learning 

Thank you to all those parents and pupils who have engaged so well with home learning. 
This isn’t a situation any of us wanted but it is undoubtedly the right thing to be doing at 
the moment to keep us all safe. We have sent lots of information to you about Home 
Learning since the start of term and we will do everything we can to support you in helping 
your child continue to make progress.  Should you require additional information or help, 
please contact your child’s teacher using the class email addresses provided or Tapestry in 
the EYFS. 



Coronavirus symptoms 

The main symptoms are: 

A high temperature (hot to the touch on chest or 
back)  

OR 

A new, continuous cough (coughing a lot for more 
than an hour or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 
hours) 

OR 

A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 
(you’ve noticed you cannot smell or taste anything or 
things smell or taste different to normal) 

If you or your child have any ONE or more of these 
you must get a COVID-19 test as soon as possible and 
stay at home and do not have visitors— only leave 
home to get the test. Anyone you live with, and 
anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at 
home until you get your result. Please ring or email 
the school office as soon as possible to let us know if 
your child is currently attending school. 

You can book at test online at: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or phone 
the NHS test line 119. 

Remember – safeguarding is  everyone’s 

responsibility 

If you have a safeguarding concern, please 

contact Martin Higgs (Designated     

Safeguarding Lead) at 

head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk or, if it is out 

of school hours, please contact the Multi 

Agency Referral Agency on 0300 1231 116;  

E-mail: 

multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk  

Contacting School 

Please be aware that whilst school 

remains open for some children, there 

will be no admittance to the building 

or grounds for any parents, visitors or 

children not currently at school. If you 

need to contact us, please do so by 

email 

(secretary@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk) 

or by calling the office between 9am- 

1pm, Monday to Friday on 01736 

364087. 

Contact details 

Even if your child isn’t currently in 

school please let us have any updated 

contact details if you change your 

phone number or move house. You can 

either call or email using the details 

above. Thank you. 

Coming soon….Daisy’s Spring Diary 

Daisy will be writing about the first 

signs of Spring at Alverton soon.  A 

regular visitor to the school field over 

the last few 

months is a 

large buzzard 

who has been 

seen flying 

between the 

trees and even 

perching on 

the goalposts!  

mailto:head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk
mailto:multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk


If this isn’t clear enough to read, please click on this link: 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/
Resources_for_schools/Talk_with_TRUST_infographic.pdf 



0300 123 3393 

0808 802 6666 

 
 
 
 

0344 411 1444 

Penzance CTIPA Foodbank 

The CTIPA Foodbank in Penzance provides food for 
anyone in need. If their support would be helpful to 
you, just phone Veryan or Adele in the office in 
confidence on 01736 364087 and they can phone the 
Foodbank for you who will be able to help. 
The Foodbank are extremely busy at the moment and 
are very grateful for any donations. 

 

0300 123 3393 

www.mind.org.uk 

0300 123 3393 

Help for children worried about COVID 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-

children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

depression-anxiety-mental-health 



 



Free School Meals  

At this time, many families may find themselves eligible for Free School Meals and Pupil Premium who 
previously did not meet the criteria. Please read this page carefully to find out if you are now eligible.  

Cornwall Council are continuing to process new applications for Free School Meals. Please ensure that 
you read the eligibility criteria before applying and complete the online application form if you are 
eligible.  

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/application-for
-free- school-meals-and-pupil-premium/  

Postal applications are currently not being accepted but, if you are unable to apply online, you can call 
the Free School Meals team on 01872 323298 and a member of the team will call you back to complete 
the application over the phone. Please make sure that your phone will accept calls from a private / 
withheld number.  

NB All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are entitled to receive a free school meal as part of the 
Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) initiative, regardless of what benefits are being claimed.  

However, some children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 may also have an underlying entitlement to 
benefits-related Free School Meals. Please ensure that you check this and apply if appropriate, even if 
your child is in one of these year groups, because of the additional benefits (eg food vouchers during 
holiday times where these are given by the Government).  

Your child may be eligible for benefits-related free school meals if their parent / carer (or the child 
themselves in their own right), receives of any of the following benefits:  

 Income Support (IS)  

 Job Seekers' Allowance (Income-Based) and equal based Job Seekers Allowance  

 Income Related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR) and equal based Employment and 
Support Allowance  

 Child Tax Credit (CTC) with an annual income of less than £16,190  

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

 Guarantee Element of Pension Credit (GPC)  

 Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (IAA) Support  

 Universal Credit - Your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 
including any benefits you get) as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent 
assessment periods  

If you are claiming the benefits listed below you are NOT eligible for free school meals, regardless of what 
other benefits/credits are being claimed:  

 Working Tax Credit  

 Contribution-Based Job Seeker's Allowance and / or Contribution-Based Employment and Support 
Allowance  

However, you will be temporarily eligible to claim free school meals if you receive a Working Tax Credit 
run-on, which is the payment you may receive for a further four weeks after you stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit.  

If you think that your child is eligible for Free School Meals, we strongly recommend that you contact 
Cornwall Council as detailed above.  

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/application-for-free-%20school-meals-and-pupil-premium/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/application-for-free-%20school-meals-and-pupil-premium/

